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We are a welcoming congregation that celebrates diversity,
strives to advance equity, and is all about inclusion.

UUCOP This Week

Wednesday, June 10, 2026

With Love from Rev. Alice Diebel

Dear Friends,

On Sunday, Larry Dyer led is in
introspection on how we deal with all
the mess in our minds. He offered this
thoughtful reading written by Gary
Snyder. How do we help the new
sprout from the compost?

All this new stuff goes on top
turn it over, turn it over
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image © T. Christensen turn it insi de out
let it spread through
Sift down even.

Watch it sprout.

A mind like compost.

In the spirit,
Rev. Alice

Upcoming UUCOP Services

Regular services are held by Zoom
and in-person on Sundays at 11:00
AM.

Our physical meeting location is North
Coast Works Building, 417 Howard
Street, Petoskey. Come in-person and

stay for coffee and conversation!

June 14: Triangle Service: Dietrich
Bonhoeffer with Rev. Alice Diebel.
What lessons can a Lutheran
theologian and an anti-Nazi dissident
teach us today? Zoom and in-person
service.

Image: D. Bonhoeffer
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June 21: GA Watch Party.

The Rev. Jen Youngsun Ryu (she/her). Born in Seoul and raised in Ohio, she found
UUism as a young adult in Baltimore. She was drawn to a faith that honors both the
tough mind and the tender heart. Zoom and in-person service.

June 28: UUCOP Annual Meeting & Potluck

Please mark your calendar to attend UUCOP’s Annual Meeting at 11:00 a.m. Sunday,
June 28, at our 417 Howard Street, Petoskey, location or on Zoom. A potluck lunch
will follow. Members may submit agenda items to the board up to ten days before the
meeting (no later than June 18).

July 5: Freedom Picnic.

Join us in celebrating 250 years with a focused discussion and potluck.This event is
in-person only, no Zoom will be available. Bring a dish to pass and your own
tableware. Stay tuned for details.

Joining Sunday Services by Zoom

To join, click here for or follow the “Join the Service” button below for Zoom gathering
information. Once you have accessed the webpage, click on the red “here” to join.
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Petoskey PRIDE Events

C H U [: D LAT E Monday, June 15: Sometimes Sunday

Film Club.

Location: Poetess & Stranger, 320 E.
Lake Street, Petoskey

Time: 6:30 PM setup/short films; 7:00
PM featured film.

Details: In honor of pride month Sarah
will be showing the film Chocolate
Babies, as well as a few queer shorts
beforehand. The event is free but

BA B I E S donations will be accepted for a

Palestinian family.

25 8™ ANNUAL
Sunday, June 28: 8th Annual Flag 4 “ -
Party & PRIDE Walk .
Location: Pennsylvania Park @ the Pf RTY
People’s Corner 'al
PEIOE WALK

Time: 6:00 PM
Details: Stand together for visibility, "'“'".".'..' pemiem s pe A

il et S CirgE i S b
safety, and equity. Join the celebration

of our LGBTQ+ community and
support our most marginalized
neighbors. All are welcome.

UUCOP attendees: You are invited
to wear your blue tee-shirt!
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UUCOP Coffee &
Conversation

Our popular coffee get-togethers will be back this summer! This year, we will return to
our favorite venues and explore a couple additional coffee shops in our area. Mark
your calendar now to save 10:00 AM on the following dates!

Friday, July 17—Dutch Oven, Alanson
Tuesday, July 28—Roast & Toast, Petoskey
Wednesday, August 12—Petoskey Farms, Petoskey
Thursday, September 17—Julienne Tomatoes, Petoskey

UUCOP Task Force Update

In case you missed last week’s newsletter, we are rerunning the information about the
UUCORP Task Force. Please review the linked material in advance of the June 28
Annual Meeting.

Last year, the congregation budgeted a small amount of money for an assistant
minister. The congregation grappled through planning and discussion sessions with
what sort of ministry we should have. We agreed we needed a local presence and
greater visibility. We decided we needed more information and clarity to discern the
wishes of the congregation. A small task force was formed to survey the
congregation.

If you are a member or friend of UUCOP, you probably participated in this interview
process. We thank you for your time and thoughtful insights.

The task force has reported the draft results of your input to the board. They listened
and heard several similar themes repeatedly. Our congregation would like to serve
young families or youth, and we could be more of a visible presence in social justice
and environmental efforts. The Board voted to accept a creative new approach that
may lead us to finding a new person who can grow to be our new assistant minister.
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the Board will support the expenses of this process by allocating funds for up to three
ministries. The board will operate within their decision-making authority (as per the
By-laws) with the congregation.

We intend to ask for proposals from community members of how they might offer a
"ministry," or a program, to serve the needs of young families, youth and social justice
and environmental issues. We will review proposals we receive and may hire up to
three people, part-time, to implement well-thought-out programs in these areas over
the course of the coming year. They will engage the congregation and community,
represent UUCoP, and be in sympathy with UU values. And who knows, perhaps one
of them would be a real asset as an assistant minister in the future. That decision will
probably be made next year. Meanwhile, we will be putting our money into service
and growth.

The proposal, available at this link, was approved by the board. We will discuss it at
the annual meeting and will urge your affirmation. The full report of our survey will be
available soon.

Thank you for considering this creative approach to bringing our values to a bright
new light in the northern Lower Peninsula and beyond!

Registration Information for the 2026
Triangle Congregations Retreat
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meals for the October retreat

Registration - U.P. UU Retreat at Garden Grove

Follow the registration link
https://form.jotform.com/261135146307046

and register for the retreat. Once you submit your registration
you will be taken to the site to book your room.

Email*

$258.06

Select your room and click “check out”

ren more memorable!

Retreat meal packages you need (one per
- person) and continue checking out!

If you are having trouble registering you can call Tracey at 231-622-5026
to book and pay for both your room and meal package

Click on the above image to view or download it as a PDF.

Dates: Friday, October 16 (evening) to October 18, 2026

Location: Garden Grove Retreat, 6411 State Street, Garden, Michigan 49835

Please complete the Triangle Retreat Registration (red button). This link will ask

Translate ¥

about your preferences for retreat sessions and take you directly to the site to book
your room and choose your meal options.

For more information about the retreat, click on Event Information (black button).
Details about the meal plan are here. The Triangle Retreat Registration form can also
be accessed via this page.

In addition to choosing the sessions you’d like to attend during the retreat, you
need to book your room and choose the meal options for each member of your

party.
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UUCOP Book Club

June 13: Update!! Book Club Meeting
Time: Update!! 2:30 PM

Location: Update!! Diane Lake will
host the June session at her home.
Please email Diane for directions:
dianelake1222@gmail.com.

Details: The Petoskey UU book group
will discuss Ten Poems to Change
Your Life Again and Again by Roger
Housden.

ten poems to
change your life

again & again

Place, date, and time are subject to
ROGER HOUSDEN _ )

change. Direct questions about the

Book Club to Tom Beukema at

231.550.1403. If you are interested in

hosting a future Book Club meeting,

please let Tom know.

UUMFE Climate Grief Support Group

When: Fridays; June sessions: Update! 12th & 26th.

Location: Online Drop-In Sessions

Time: 1:00-2:00 PM

RSVP Link: https://forms.gle/9K2XT3A9JgEtDAYZ8

Details: If you are concerned about the state of our world, worry about how current

events are intersecting with climate disturbance, are a parent or grandparent
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to process your experiences with others in a ritualized, trauma-informed, and mindful
way. We recommend that you bring a stone or similar grounding object for our time
together. Please register beforehand if you would like to participate. UUMFE website:
https://www.uumfe.org/#.
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